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“Firdawsi's great reputation as a poet rests in Shahnama. In their high
estimate of the Literary value of this gigantic peom eastern and
western, critics are almost unanimous, and I therefore feel great
diffidence (timidnees) in confessing that I have neverbeen able
entirely to share this enthusium. The Shahnama cannot, in my
opinion, for one moment be placed on the same level as the Arabian
Muallaqgat: and though it is the Prototype and model of all epic
poetry in the lands of Islam, it cannot, as I think compare for beauty,
feelings and grace, with the work of the best didactic (literary),
romantic and lyric poetry of the Persians.
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It is ofcourse, almost impossible to argue about matters of last,
especially in literature; and my failure to appriciate the Shahnama
very likely arises partly from constitutional disability to appriciate
epic poetry in general.

Yet allowing for this I cannot help feeling that Shahnama has certain
deffinite and possitive defects. It's inordinate length is ofcourse,
necessitated by the scope of its subject which is not less than the
legendry history of Persia from the beginning of Time untill the Arab
conquests in the Seventh Century of our era and secondly, the
monotony of its metre it shares with most, if not all, other epic. But
the similes employed are also, as it seems to me unnecessarily
monotonous: every Hero appears as "A fierce war seeking Lion, A
Crocodile, A raging or Stormy Elephent and when he moves swiftly,
he moves like smoke, like dust and like the wind etc etc......

Yet when all is said, the fact remains that amongst his own
countryman (whose verdict in this matter is unquestionably the most
weighty), Fridawsi has, on the strenghts of his Shahnama alone
enjoyed from the first till the present Day, an unchanging and
unrivalled popularity against which I would not presume to set my
own personal judgement.

Still Browne confessed after such criticism on Shahnama, that
Shahnama ows great and indeed unrivalled popularity not only in
Persia but whenever the Persian Language Cultivated. So far as
Persia is concerned National Pride insuch a monument to the national

greatness”'.
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